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be seen at the end of the major calyces. The
central major calyx has disappeared, the upper or
superior calyx is elongated, retracted; and, be-
tween the eleventh and twelfth ribs appears an
expansion which looks crescent shaped but when
examined very carefully shows that there has been
a rounding and flattening of the minor calyces
which have disappeared, and that a cavity has
been formed very much like that in the first pic-
ture, only it is imperfectly distended with the
thorium solution. In neither of these radio-
graphs is there any resemblance to other picture
conditions found in kidney work.

The next case, a patient of Dr. Arthur Cecil, a
woman aged 32, with a large lobular mass in each
loin; albumin in the urine and total phthallein
output of 20% in the first hour. The left ureteral
shadow stops short at the level of the second
lumbar vertebra, and the image of the pelvis ap-
pears very irregular with the calyces elongated
and flattened and with a considerable collection of
the injecting fluid at the level of the eleventh rib
standing out very clearly., The image of the
catheter on the right side is within the shadow
of the pelvic bones, but one sees two distinct zones
of the kidney pelvis, irregular and triangular,
appearing first at the level of the middle of the
body of the fourth lumbar vertebra. The calyces
have disappeared, and outside, one at the level of the
third lumbar vertebra and one directly above the
crest of the ileum, are spaces that are filled with
the injecting fluid. In this case, which was not
operated, the diagnosis of polycystic kidneys was
entirely justified because there is nothing about
these images distinctive of inflammatory conditions
of the pelvis, and nothing to indicate a hydro-
nephrosis. :

The next is a picture of a neoplasm removed
by Dr. William Edwards and subsequently injected
with collargol, which shows very plainly the deform-
ity occasioned by the ingrowth of the tumor tissue
into the pelvis of the kidney and the flattening
and gradual disappearance of the calyces, both
major and minor.

The next slide is also one of Dr. Cecil’s, a
man of 41 who had complained of pain in the
right side, and blood in the urine; onset six weeks
before operation. Phthalein appeared on the right
side in nine minutes; left side in six. For the first
thirty minutes, right 4%, left 27%. This pyelo-
gram shows an infiltration of the lower pole of the
kidney and in three distinct places, distention of the
ends of the calyces. The upper portion shows the
fluid used for injection entering into enlarged
cavities,—portions of the pelvis of the upper pole,
and lower distended calyces, a hydronephrotic
condition evidently of this end of the kidney prob-
ably due to the pressure upon the ureter of the
tumor in the lower pole.

The picture following is a drawing of this
condition and shows how perfectly the photograph
conforms to the actual condition and what valu-
able information may be obtained by pyelograms in
doubtful cases of this kind. You will also see a
small stone situated between the two lobes of the
cut tumor. The tumor proved to be a Grawitz.

. pears.
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Book Reviews

A Manual of Anatomy. By Henry E. Radasch, M.
Sc.,, M. D., Assistant Professor of Histology
and Embryology in the Jefferson Medical
College, Philadelphia. Octavo of 489 pages
with 329 illustrations. Philadelphia and Lon-
don: W. B. Saunders Company. 1917. Cloth,
$3.50 net. -

There is always use for a good manual of anat-
omy, one that states concisely and clearly the
anatomical facts, not too briefly or too lengthy,
but with a completeness that leaves the impres-
sion that essentials have not been sacrificed.

The present volume fulfills these requirements
quite well and will be found very helpful in re-
freshing the memory and in reviewing. On the
whole the illustrations are good, especially those
of the chapters on osteology and syndesmology;
many are rather diagrammatic, but this is more
often advantageous than otherwise. Figures like
171 are not clear even as regards gross points and
are therefore disappointing. The work can be
recommended to students and practitioners. F. E. B.

Pharmacology, Therapeutics and Preventive Medi-
cine. Edited by Fantus & Evans. Practical
medicine series 1917, vol. 8. Chicago: Year-
book publishers. 1917. Price, $1.50.

General therapeutic technic. Etiotropic therapy.
Restorative therapy. Symptom therapy. Toxi-
cology. War time economy in drugs. Non-pharm-
acal therapeutics. Physician and public health
work.  General sanitation. Personal hygiene.
Climate and health. Inspection school children.
Infectious and contagious diseases. Occupational
diseases. Military hygiene.

Obstetrics. Edited by DeLee and Cary. Practical

‘medicine series 1917. Chicago: Yearbook
publishers. Price $1.35.
Pregnancy. Labor. Puerperium. New-born.
Obstetrics in general.
Preventive Medicine and Hygiene. By Milton J.

Rosenau. 3rd edition, containing special section
on military hygiene. N. Y.: Appleton. 1917.

The third edition of Rosenau’s work makes a
timely appearance, especially as it embraces a secc-
tion on military hygiene and is adapted to meect
the present emergency. The entire work though,
is a “war book” in its broadest sense, and presents
revised and new material. The pages on military
hygiene embrace instructions for the examination
of recruits, the organization of military and medi-
cal units with special reference to the organiza-
tion of the sanitary corps, the sanitary manage-
ment of troops on the march, in trench or bar-
racks, and personal hygiene of the individual sol-
dier. The organization and management of base
hospitals and the Red Cross are considered in
detail. New diseases arising from the conditions
and methods of modern warfare are discussed,
such as trench fever, trench foot, war mnephritig,
shell shock, gas poisoning, etc. Tuberculos#®,
venereal diseases; and diseases common to camps
and unfavorable conditions are discussed from the
efficiency and prophylactic viewpoint.

Rosenau’s work needs no commend—suffice to
say that it stands alone as a book on sanitary
and prophylactic medicine and is almost encyclo-
pedic in its scope. The communicable diseases
are classified and presented according to their
usual transmission channels. Mental hygiene is
given by Dr. Thos: W. Salmon. An extensive
section on immunity, heredity and eugenics ap-

Possibly too much space is devoted to im-
munology for a work of this character—few text-
books on bacteriology are as comprehensive. En-
vironment and what we eat and drink are of
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course extensively discussed. Sewage disposal is
given attention by Whipple; vital statistics by
Trask. Occupational diseases and industrial hy-
giene occupy a section—also schools and disinfec-

tion. E. A V.

Theoretical and Applied Colloid Chemistry. By
Wolfgang Ostwald. Authorized translation
from German by Martin H. Fisher. New
York: Wiley. 1917,

This is an elaboration of a series of lectures de-
livered by Dr. Ostwald before a number of Amer-
ican universities and societies during the winter of
1913-14. In hardly more than a half score years
colloid chemistry has grown to be the giant of
the chemical sciences. The first lectures deal with
the fundamental properties of the colloids. their
classification and their changes in state. All mys-
tery concerning the colloids is dissipated and the
colloids clearly established as standing midway. be-
tween the mechanical suspensions and the molec-
ular dispersed solutions. Of medical interest is
the portion devoted to biology and pathology.
Here the biologist has an open sesame to the
mysteries of life. “All life processes take place
in a colloid system.” Living protoplasm is a
colloid. Fischer’s theory of edema is sustained
in that the increased swelling and water content
is brought about by an electrolyte action upon
the plasma colloids. Thls theory has been at-
tacked but thxs attack is disarmed by the process
of “syneresis.” Syneresis is the propertv of srﬂls
under thermal or chemic influences, to “weep” or
“exude” a portion of itself in a fluid state. All
the processes of life, embryonal development,
growth, muscular contractions are expressed in
terms of colloid reaction. Vital staining and
synthetic biology -are explained and made plausi-
ble. The book is a wonderfully lucid exposition
of colloid chemistry. Every statement is substan-
tiated by physical demonstration. I desire also to
pay my respects to Martin Fischer, the translator
Neither in construction nor mode of expression is
there a suggestion of the work being written in a
foreign tongue. Not ance from cover to cover,
is there a quoted German word for want of an
equivalent in our own language. E. AV

Clinical Treatise on Diseases of the Heart for
General Practitioner. By Edward E. Corn-
wall. N. Y.: Rebman. 1917. Price, $1.50.

This volume is an excellent and terse primer
for those who want to get the worn-out and in-

correct attitude with which diseases of the heart,

were approached up to about fifteen years ago.
It puts in readable and well tabulated form the
old conceptions by which heart disease was
judged according to murmurs and their exact
time and place in the cardiac cycle. The later and
more intelligent conceptions of adjudging heart
disease from the point of view of the wvarious
functions of the heart muscle is given recoenition
hardly more than in passing. The writer hetravs
either serious ignorance of, or culpable misbelief
‘tn, the modern work which has done so much to
lead us more mtellxgently in the treatment of car-
diac disorders. To say, in speakmg of paroxysmal
tachycardia, that “the contractions are, in reality,
cxtra systoles, and, possibly in some cases, may
be produced by auricular fibrillation,” betrays a
woeful unfamiliarity with the pathology of this
condition, and if this statement of the author’s
were accepted on faith one would feel sorry that
the book were written. Furthermore, the enun-
ciation as a dogma that the digitalis group is con-
traindicated in mitral stenosis makes one really
feel that something ought to be done in the way
of compelling a man to be licensed before he is
allowed to have a book published.

The book is bound in Rebman gray, and the title
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is printed in a striking black along the outer side.
This may make the book an- attraction to some
people. H. I. W.

.

Diseases of Women. By Henry Sturgeon Crossen.

4th edition. 1160 pages. 800 engravings. St.
Louis: Mosby. 1917,
This practical and well-written book, while

especially valuable to the general practitioner, has
also its place in the library of the specialist in
gynecology There is no attempt to go into the
technic of major surgical operations, but the book
includes. discussions of the conditions which neces-
sitate operation and the preparation and after care
of surgical cases as well as medico-legal problems.

The subject-matter is thoroughly up-to-date, the
material is well arranged, and it is seldom that we
find a subject treated in so clear, concise and com-
prehensive a manner. The illustrations, which
are numerous, are particularly good and are a dis-
tinct aid to the text. There is added to this new
fourth edition a chapter on the internal secretory
glands in relation to gynecology by Dr. Hugo
Ehrenfest, professor of gynecology and obstetrics
in St. Louis University. This chapter is an in-
structive presentation .of our present knowledge
concerning ‘the relation of the ductless glands to
gynecology, and is a valuable addition t&thz bcéok.

Correspondence

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS.

San Francisco, California,
December 28, 1917.
To the Editor:

Dear Sir:—A matter of vital importance to the
public and to the medical profession has arisen in
connection with the status of the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons of San Francisco, and we feel
at this time we should acquaint the readers of the
Journal with certain salient facts bearing upon the
recognition of the graduates of this institution
afforded by the Board of Medical Examiners as
well as the facts leading up to the recent investi-
gation of the institution made by a special com-
mittee of the Board appointed by President P. T.
Phillips in an official communication dated early in
November and which is made a part of the com-
mittee report on the College.

The minutes of the Board of Medical Examiners
show:

(1) .That graduates of the College of Physicians
and Surgeons have been admitted to examination
by Boards of Examiners prior to 1913

(It is a well known fact that many well quali-
fied and successful alumni of the P. & S. are now
practicing in California.)

(2) That the first report of the College Investi-
gating Committee filed by Dr. H. E. Alderson
under date of June 15, 1914, recommended tem-
porary approval of the College of P. S., San
Francisco, without comment.

(3) That the 1915 College Investigation Com-
mittee report submitted by Dr. Molony
suggested certain improvements in the teaching
faculty as well as equipment of the school and
recommended approval for one year during which

tiie the suggested improvements were to be
cffected, .
(4) That . June 29, 1916, Dr. A. M. Smith as

chairman of the College Investigation Committee,
recommended approval of the school for an addi-
tional period of six months, stating therein that
cartain improvements recommended in a prior re-
port had not been made.

(5) That certain improvements were made in
1916, and the January 1917 report recommended
additional improvements, approving the institution
until the middle of 1917.

(6) That subsequently the attention of Presi-



